REFORM IN THE PRESS
the reader's peace of mind.'' A third made it a
punishable offence to publish the news of the
assassination, or attempted assassination, of a
reigning Sovereign, " as it is not good that such
matters should be made known to our loyal and
peaceful subjects." A fourth of these wonderful
clauses interdicted all historical or geographical
terms, including (of course) the word ** Armenia."
Finally, editors of newspapers were commanded
not to print the text of the new law in their
papers 6% because it might provoke criticisms or
undesirable observations on the part of evil
thinkers!" Such was Abd-ui-Hamid's concep-
tion of the liberty of the Press, and it can only
be said that it was worthy of him. Cervantes
could hardly have conceived anything more
pleasing for the Press of Barataria.
After thirty years and more of such strangula-
tion, is it to be wondered at that, accorded under
the Constitution a fuller measure of liberty than
that of any other land, the Turkish Press should
have gone to the opposite extreme of licence ?
Upwards of a hundred newspapers in the ver-
nacular were recently in circulation. It is even
said that during the first few weeks of the
Constitution the supply of paper in Constanti-
nople ran out and that all manner of unsuitable
qualities had to be used pending the arrival of
199